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say at a great party demonstration against the government: "If
any like to go with us they are welcome." Nothing was further
from his thoughts than to participate in a coalition cabinet;
Strasser, busily engaged with Schleicher, was keeping him in-
formed of the privy council's views, which were that with a little
patience his goal would be reached. Caution, caution, and then
caution—that was the tactics. The leading spirits of the new
coalition were uncomfortably aware of the counter-intrigues
going on, and inside the party leadership the issue had nothing
to do with the future of Germany but with the rival merits of a
Papen-Strasser cabinet or a Goering-Bruening one; it was actually
suggested that Hitler should bestow his blessing on whichever
received his approval and wait for the supreme post of President
when, as must be soon, the aged field-marshal went to render
account of his stewardship to Moltke, Bismarck, and Wilhekn I.
To torpedo the rival coalition—or genuinely deceived—Goering
spread the rumour that Schleicher had come over to his coalition,
a report which drew a sharp reply from the general, who knew
that already his good faith was seriously doubted, The Centrists
professed to believe that they had once more placed the issue
fairly before the nation; presidial regime or parliamentary govern-
ment. As there now existed a Reichstag majority, they claimed that
the necessity for the presidial regime had passed and that the
President had nothing more to do than admit that it had passed,
and entrust someone—no names were ever officially mentioned—
with the task of constructing a parliamentary cabinet.
It is difficult to understand any of the German politicians at
this time and least of all the Centrists. Were they lying or were
they just stupid when they claimed for the National Socialists
enthusiasm for the democratic system? There is no answer; all
one can say is that such an issue was never placed before the
nation. There was no intention at all on Hitler's part to have a
parliamentary cabinet except a National Socialist one, whose first
act would be to realize the one-party state under the one-man
party. It was not even certain whether he would permit the defeat
of the government. It was an open secret that Papen had obtained
full powers from the President and in the event of his using them

